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PURPOSE: To correspond the content of an overwrite counter
to a toner residual all the time by storing the content of the
overwrite counter in a nonvolatile memory and setting the
reading to contents stored in the nonvolatile memory when a
power source is again turned on.

CONSTITUTION: When toner in a developing unit becomes
less, a toner end sensor 28 detects that, whereby the overwrite
counter CN counts the number of subsequently printed sheets
to store its reading in the nonolatile memory 31. When the
power source is turned on, the contents stored in the
nonvolatile memory 31 are set to the overwrite counter CN,

which continuously counts the number of subsequently printed *
sheets from the set content. At this time, the counted content

of the counter CN is also stored in the nonvolatile memory 31.
Thus, the content of the overwrite counter CN can be
corresponded to a toner residual regardless of whether the

power source is turned on or off.
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